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This publication, Kids Count in Mexico, follows the How do authorities intervae in those cases by action,
data-based advocacy methodology developed and used byomission or consent? How do the families of missing children
REDIM for 18 yearSelecting an issue, researching it, and adolescents live?

analyzing data availabBnd bringing attention to violations

2T OKAETRNBY Q& | yiRmdinBetti®ea O SBUfitRe® is NdotAeK iSséhatinay be less visiblethe
Anotherobjectiveis that ofassessing the dimension of issueof girls, boys an@dolescents growing up in the more
these rights violations as a public problemd alscas part  than 100,000 familieaffected by the disappearance of

of the broad human rights agenda in our countmjth the one of their members. It is imperative for the Mexican
same sense afrgency as that regarding serious human State,and society as a whole, to look and listen to what

rights violations suffered by adults, because parthaf t they are experiencing and the profound neglect in which
challenge we face is that children are not alwiaken into they can be left when searelBareimposed on families.
accountupon addressing these issues. Tothis end, this Kids Counts repaaok the time to listen

to them,.to give them a voice, so thegudd share what
Thus, Kids Counts in Mexico has been a useful tool, basedtmy have experienced and the lessons they have learned:
empirical evidence and the rigor of data science, to accourthildrenare shaingwith Mexico and the world a new

for new meaning$n a societyin constant need for dimension of pain, but also of courage and digratyew
explainngitself and generahgknowledge amid a changing way of understanding-the exercise of rights and the best
reality in whichit is imperativeto see children and interest of the child in the Mexico of disappearances.

adolescents as rights holders, agents of chaangga source
of truth, hope and inspiration.

On this occasion, we made the decision to address one of
the most painful and pressing issues in Mexico:
disappearances, in particular the disappearance of children
and adolescents, through the limited amount of data
available, although much more ligblhauld be shed

on them: Who are they and for what purposes are children
and adolescentglisappearedVhere are they, what do
they do and what are they subjected to during the time they
are missing®hat are they running away from?



"I know missing persons witturn to their familie$, says Fernanda The large number of acts of violence targeting children and
child searching for his uncle. His words not only reflect the hope, adolescents is a seriownd complex issue. They liirea spiral of
also the lovebehindthe search:a L i Qsbmeyhidgsad, because youviolence and are sometimes recruited by organized crime groups to
havefunA 1 Q&4 fA1S +y I RASY(dzNS dE participate in criminal activities, are deprived of liberty for purposes
of sexual exploitation or become the victims of dynamics of violence
The rights to scurity and justice aressentiato protectall people, in their own households. The causes are multiple and the
especially the most vulnerable, such as children and adolescentmsequences are devastating in a context of institutions that fail to
The disappearancef personsand in particulathe ripple effect of protect their rights.
the disappearance ofhildren, reaffirm the urgent need to address
the issue of violence, insecurity and lack of access to justice. Addéds in this context that we see the importance of the repdifiez y
to this situation is the alarming impunity not onigsulting froma Desaparicionesé & / KA f RNB Y I N & O $&idhanasILIS
breach of the State's duty to investigate and punish these seridulNBE LI} NER 0& GKS b SiinMexio (REDINDtd KA f R
crimes, but also encourangtheir repetition. In a country with more bring attention tothe conditions faced by children and adolescents
than 100,000 people officiallegisteredasmissing odisappeared, in light of the disappearance of persons in Mexitioe report, which
barely 35have led to convictions is divided into two partsqand "Searchingchildren’q provides an
assessment of the causes and effects of disappearances and other
During its visit to Mexico in November 202lhe UN Committee on crimes, through the voice of experts and authorities aware of and
Enforced Disappeanzes (CEDgarned about the particular impactcommitted to working on the issue, which is analyzed in part one
of disappearances on childrethanks to their interaction with and complemented with a series of official data that, despite its
families and collectives, authorities, civil society organizatiofisjitations, provide a timelyanalysiof this scourge.
experts and other relevant sourceBheir mission report includes a

harrowingassessment based on public information: In part two, the report incorporates the voice of several children
who have been affected by the disappearance of family members
nofficial figures s h o w and lowedsoneg Ihis heré whexerthe voices of EernandosValenting, n

disappearances of chil&r®ryoung a2, adolescents Monse Jade Sebasti@nRubiand Emiliano help us to understand

and women, a trend that increased in the context of tthe heavy burden they, their mothers and other family members

coronavirus disease (C@W¥Dpandemic. Those cases carry on their shoulders.

correspond to disappearances resulting from the abduction

of children (inside or outside of the family envimsment),In an era of continuous learninggarching childregrow up walking

well asdisappearances to hide sexual violence andthrough bushes, carrying a pickax or a shovel, fetching water or

femicidg recruitment and retaliation. Victims andcarrying buckets, always with the firm hope of finding their loved

authorities also repodbductions feexual exploitation ones. As affirmed by Fernando and referred to in thgibeing of

and trafficking. o GKAa AYGNRRdAzOGAZ2Y S &S |lwNSekinsiags 0 SO2Y
combine both theelements of fun and painful reality that affects
more than 100,000 households.



With the platform provided bythis report, severalquestions arise A good starting point would be the implementation of an effective awareness raising
regarding how to addressthe disappearance of children andcampaign, as stated by the CED in thhecommendations. A clear pedagogic approach is
adolescents. One of them has to do with analyzing the meaiingalsorequired tolink the context of disappearances of girls, boys and adolesdentsher
this context of the best interest of the childdow do we protect the phenomena, such as human trafficking, violence and sexual exploitation, kidnapping and
rights of children whogo out to search for their loved onemd domestic violence, among o#h criminal practices. It islso necessary to address
consider them a priority in all measures pertaining to them? Thegmatization and promote effective prevention measures. To address and discuss these
absence of their mother, father or another family member createsssues, which represent serious human rights violationsjripertantto identify and bring
void thatdrivesthem to join searches that are both the exercise ofatention to them and provide appropriate responses.
right and apotential source oéffectation oftheir rights.

The report provides a national perspectjwehich alsdakes into account regional contexts,
On the other hand, given the risks they are exposed to as a resulbfothe main challenges faced by Mexico in terms of the disappearance of children and
violence in the public and family domains, how can we prevent thdolescents. Many of these challenges reguiestructuring the predominant culturéo
perpetration of more disappearances? If impunity is addeynent in protect the human rights to security, integrity, liberty and life, among others. The
the repetition of crimes, what measures should be adoptedto put B O2 YYSY RI A2y a Ay w95LaQ&d NI LBauNdenboydEhd y 2 (i
end to it? girls go missing every day!

In this regard, it is important to eliminate those practices that rend&or the Ofice of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in Mexico, the
children and adolescents defenseless, eliminate thiksappearance of persons will continue to be a priority, and the commitment to the families
Gl ROB Vit SNB R¢ nmd& NEayIodilie miit&rization of of missing persongndin particular to boys, girls and adolescentstgaffirmed through
public security and eliminate all kinds of obstacles to thpblications such as that of REDWe acknowledge theiefforts, their courage and the
prosecution of cases, among other measures. Addressing thkse for their loved ones. An essential part of their existence is gone or has been affected.
challenges also requires adopting an intersectional appredtiha It is time to fully acknowledge them as rights holdarsd agents of change who deserve
focus on gender, social or econonsienditions, ethnicity, skin color protection andsupport according taheir age and stage of development.
and nationality, among other factors.

It is not impossible. Something else the report clearly shows is that girls, boys and
Existing regulationson protocols, alerts, and searches, whicladolescents can teach us valuable lessons about transformd@tiéhe gai ni ng t hat
consider the impact of disappearances on this population sectout to the streetswasallyd i f f i ¢ u |l tMonsea whe sharesher @xpeviangesafter her

represent a significant achievemeritut theymust bestill fully and sisterwent missingand addst X o6 dzi L QY y 2 f 2 ylEsSoNdrespbrisibilkyR 2 F

effectively implemented by the Mexican Stat&o ensure the to look for them, listen to their voices and acknowledge them as protagonists of the times
efficacy of tools such as the Alba Protocol, the Amber Alert and #red circumstances they face with dignity.
Additional Protocol for the Search of Children and Adolescents, it is
necessary tetrengthenexistinginfrastructure, budgets and human
resources, ensure interinstitutional coordination, secure political Guillermo FernandezMaldonado Castro
will and provide the training required.
Representative of the
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in Mexico.
August 2022
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Girls who went missing

Children growing up in loneliness
because their mothers are still
search for their siblings.

Adolescents digging graves.

Disappearing and searching: two words
that have taken on a whole new meaning in
Mexicoto designate a desolate deep

and infinite pain.

The name of silences.

In light of the painful reality of children and disappearas)ce

the Kids Count 2022 repgrproduced by the Network for

/| KAf RNBYy Q& wA 3K & cdngeivea 8sEanO2 6
AYAGNYzYSy G ¢ A (K dbdrevealsRigserii@ss ¢ ¢
and provides an update on the situation of childsgho have

gone missing in the countrythrough a combination of
statistical information, voices of experts, data analysis,
legislation and protocols$n addition toofficial responses from

c t NP&aSOdzi2NRa h¥TAtOfteddonh of R 2 {0 F
information requests. It also includes updates based on open
sources and documents from na@yovernment organizations,

in addition to reports from civil society organizations and
context analysis studies.

The second door looks out into the universe of searching
children and adolescents: we listen to them. They tell us why
they are searching, how they feel about it, and how they
expeaience disappearances around them. They say ey
want to say, they conjure silence.

26 persons were interviewed for this reporii3 relatives of

missing persons and 13 experts and government offichals.

effort wasmade to use both quantitative datand qualitative
informationfromOKA f RNBy Qa | 002dzyia I yR
the field. It is only by looking at both sides that, in our opinion, we

will gain a better understanding olur complicatedpresent but

we areparticularlyledin this effortby children and adolescents:
FernandoSebastianMonse Jade, Valentind&gubiand Emiliano.

We are wholeheartedly grateful to them and their families for
trusting us andellingtheir stories with courage and generosity.




Disappearing
and searching...
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In Mexico, 14
children and
adolescents go
missing every day.
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The disappearance of persons between the ages of 0 and 17 is not something new,
consideing that from 1964 to the date of completion of this document 84,160 cases have
been reported. Without minimizinthe cases of persons gone missigrades ago, it is a

fact that from 2006 tadate, in a contextof militarization of security tasks and the strategy
known as the war on drug trafficking, statistics show an exponential growth in
disappearances in general, but also in particular. Girls, boys and adolescents, as well as
young adults between the ages @0 and 29,account for the majority of persongone

missing. They are among the main victims of this crime.

Nim  Number of persons

PERSONS DISAPPEARED, UNACCCRIR END FOUND BY AGE RANGE

50000

Period from March 15 1964 to June 30 2022
Status of the person: disappeared, unaccourtedand found

38338

25000

4292

18400

17992

613 1932 423

7687

0-4

59

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

Men

30-34

35-39

40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69

Women @ Undetermined

70-74

No age reportedpp p...




Official figures show 1,89%irls,boysand adolescents went missinc
in Mexico in 2021 For purposes of comparisoithis number of

missing persons would be enough to fill, almost four times, the £ ®
LazarolLegislative Palace, which has 500 seats, or almost the er Women
Nezahualcéyotoncert Halkkwhich has a capacity of 2,177 persqQns 55%

and woutl exceed the seating capacity of the Palace of Fine /£

(1,396 seats). But the actual numbeay be even higher, because

the disappearance of persons is a crime not always repoifée.

statistics of the National Registry of Disappeared an

Unaccounteefor Persons (RNPDNCgre based on reports from

t NPaASOdzi2NDRa hF¥FFAOSasT ! (dG2Ny

commissions, authorities and citizens themselves. There is no wa

measure underreporting. While statistics available can be used 23.1.%

reference, theymay beincomplete. "

Still, the RNPDNO, which is updated daily with a number that wo
never seem to end, provides valuable data, including the following

® In Mexico, the majority of missing persons in the 0 to 17 age range are worc&s).(5
® The numbers are higher among persons 12 and above (74.4%).
0 40% of the cases reported are concentrated in 3 of the 32 Mexican states
State of Mexico (23.1%) and
« Eight out of ten girls, boys aradiolescents reported missing are found alive.

Taking a closer look dhis datamay help us to understand the
situation. What is happening, why they are being disappeared, who,
where, how. We will start by looking at the places where this crime
occurs more frequently. They are three statdse State of Mexico,

the most populous state in the country, which surrounds the capital;
the northern border state of Tamaulipas, and Jalisco, one of the most
important statesfrom a political and economic standpoint.

1 Comisién Nacional de Busqueda. 20Registro Nacional de Personas Desaparecidas y No Localatalversionpublicarnpdno.segob.gob.mx/Dashboard/Index

How the disappearance of persons affects girls, boys and adolescents in Mexicy‘ 9
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ico

Sol Salgado does not have a fixed scheddbe daysare different Sol Salgado knows the intricaciesatifthese issuedased on her

dependingon the level of urgency of her tasks. She springs into acti@xperience irthe field. She says that, in hepinionz & § KSNBE A &

every timeshe receives information that could lead to the location éf A y 3 f Shat@kptiaseidisappearance of children in the State

a girl, and shewill cancel appointmentsif she has tojoin an 2F aSEA 023X (GKS O2dzyiNEBQ& Y2aid LR

emergency search operation to rescue an adolescent. Witrdaek  inhabitants, 33% of whom are in the 0 to 19 age rafge.

hair, attentiveeyesand gentle talk, she apologizes every time she has

to postpone the interview for this investigation. In her voice messaggide makes reference to disappearances for human trafficking or

we can hear voices, sirens, a lot of hustle and bustle. sexual exploitation, but she immedii St & | RRa GKI G &g
includeeverything under this type of exploitation, becattbat may

She is the head of the State of Mexico Searcm@ission and hasblindusbé b SEG Ay GKS fAad 2F OF dzaSa A

ample experience in the field, because she is an attorney and hagich she associatedvith a bad economic situation, one of the

YFadSNRaE RSINBS ¢AdK | wotkedasar fagtorsithatiwitreuya doulgt, has SigdRitersier fqr agdnized crime

professor at the State of Mexico Autonomous University and frdmrecruitthents Yy R | fa2 LRAyda G2 R2YSad

2014 to 2018 she wathe Special Prosecutdor Investigations on SE LJdzf 4 A 2 y € @

Missing, Unecountedfor and Absent Persons. Searching mother. Mexico City, 20@Boto cedit: Miguel Tovar.
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https://coespo.edomex.gob.mx/cuantos_somos

f douldn't sahere is a situation Commissioner Sol Salgado describé¥ou have recruitment at all levels, not only

or modality in particular that the scenario asomplex. for. (.:r.|m|na'l activities, bgt ats for illegal
activities, with long working hours... they

explains why we have so man A A A e e A s A s
.p . y . y As complex as growing up in one of the mo§t NB LIS NI |y S yThatt is aothér L2 & SR P €
missing persons in the State of violent states in the country. According tdorm of exploitation.

Mexicd actuallgee a official homicide data, the State of Mexico iSy 4 it there is violence in the household

combination of factors that a territory particularly da”gem%*s for being a1, 4ren become even more vulnerable:
contribute tollecause we woman and has ranked first in number of

t talk about ricul ¢ femicides for several y@s. It is a state
cannot talk about a particuiar actor oo poverty would seem like a sentence

or modus operandi. There are becausdts population must survive in thoseﬁ Because yaoutthettiing: wafefing forl vanerability,

. o . ..~ which iguite common duraaplescence, particularly in the contexts
conditions: 48.9%of its inhabitants live in L N N
several, and they target the most o we are living intlmisstate, and that combination can result in different
vulnerable persons in the: state poverty, and 82% in extreme poverty,
girl s, boys and

ace rdinlg to 2020 data from CONEVAL (trE)ut;:o]rcnes. Olne ofI trle;_n is rec(;uimnﬁ?tgziaﬂnif;d cf;irlne, anothter_is .
ﬁah%noal Coeunsciﬁorethne [uation™of Social 2L CU Sl CARIRIEE, Gl Elutiiss Go e | V'
Development Policy), in municipalities wih

multiplicity of challenges where, for REDIM has thoroughly studied the issue of

example, barely 10% of the population hasecruitment and use of children and

access to basiatilities and only 34% hasadolescents by criminal groufsvhich puts

access to health serviced statewhere the between 145,000 and 250,000 children all

non-poor and norvulnerable population overthe country at risk of falling into these

only accounts for 21% of the total, that ispetworks. This situation demands urgent

two out of ten2 measures such as an appropriaiegal

classification of crimes and the

implementation of programmes. Based on

her experience inthe State of Mexico,

A presentmarked bypoverty and limited
future opportunitiesthat make girls, boys

and adolescents vulnerableA crucial =
Commissioner Sol Salgado adds two red

element is the power to recruit them into _ . )
. . - flags: the universe of social media and the
organized crime and sexual exploitation but > ) .
. . . infinite circle that begins when they are
also, as explained by tt@mmissioner, into . . .
. . . . recruited by organized crime.
jobs in precarious conditions

3 Consejo Nacional de Evaluacion de la Politica de Desarrollo Social (Coneval). 2022. Entidades federativas.
https://www.conevd.org.mx/coordinacion/entidades/EstadodeMexico/Paginas/principakasp
4 REDIM, Red por los Derechos de la Icitaen México, Reclutamiento y Utilizacifnifias, nifios y adolescentes por grupos delictivos

https://issuu.com/infanciacuenta/docs/reclamiento _final 7 de diciembre compressed 1
How the disappearance of persons affects girls, boys and adolescents in Mexico / 11



https://www.coneval.org.mx/coordinacion/entidades/EstadodeMexico/Paginas/principal.aspx
https://issuu.com/infanciacuenta/docs/reclutamiento_final_7_de_diciembre_compressed_1_

NRnThere I s a per mtowmwotial pediaa Thefmdsheymdt only aen and ¢loseracEaqurtts on social methanels

offer them jobs, and children leave farewell letters to tisemdBnslieh as Facebook, TikTok or online gegmplatforms They also
sayinghey left looking for better working conditions. (...) Whathrevhrewey SIM cards, change cell phones, connect from different
found i s that [in the case Pfaddresees. Online tomechons]are nowv mateseplisticdted. e v e n
in heir innecirclea device in the hands of boy or girl is enough to create

an opportunity to groom and recruit them, to convince them @@nmiksigner Salgado adds:

period of time without their parents realizing it. Parents aindyfirid out

the day the boy or giddakoney frahemwhich is faidgmmon, buysThe eploitatiorprocessusually begins by recruiting them as

a bus ticket and leaves (...) The common denominator in the [sbeaiaionmegdi@jokout. | would say they begin with the weakest link,
accounts we have identified is that as soon as they acconiplistt thef t he c¢c hi | dr e md only killémiyats ands t o
purposehose accouraee closed. That is heartbreaking, besa i autbasities, but also hiding bodies. The cgsethatho have

asingle social mediaacgbuaty al t er nat e t h damed i speak are only a few, because they have witnessed horrible
acts, including killings, and have also assisted in the dismembermen
and destruction of bodies.@urmain concern in the case of the
youths we have rescued is the type of treatment that can be providec
to a boy or a girl who has had to dismediber Doat is the most

pai nf ul experience we have | iv

Girls, boys and adolescents whisappearto
disappear others.

Girls, boys and adolescents wHisappearto enter
a world where they wilgettrapped.And they face
the same truthconce theyreturn or are rescued,
they will remain silent

"Several months ago, for exampleyemtdgirl leffor the state

of Zacatecas, and thanks to a raid led by the Navy, we were able tc
bring her back, but we only brought back her body, because there wa
a clash with them and she was with thosé gbepleas working,

or was beginning to work, with therf those childever return

they'll never tell you where they were, so sexcasgclosed

undethe argument that the child was not a victim of violence, that he
or she was with friends, and we

Sebastian uses his cellphone to look up information and have fun.

\ Kids Count in Mexico 2022 Children and Disappearances




Ly {2¢ (re3rRe0a SELSNAEEPAE MEREWAYSChildrén
disappearance survivors seldom tell what
they have gone though, because if they
happened to witness or participate in acts of
violence, they will see themselves as criminals
and will be afraid of being punisheBecause

if they speak, criminal gangs may learn about
it and go after them or their families. If they It is important to understand the complexity of the disappearance of children, because
decide to talk they will never do iduringthe there is recruitment, there is human trafficking, there are abductions, but there are also
early interviews they will always do it later. | push factors. In thoseaseswe cannot speak about voluntary absences, but running away
But reality shows it is impossible to get to that  as a survival strategy.

stage,as the majority of investigation files or
investigations on disappearargewill be
closed oncethe missing children are found,
which represents an area of opportunity to

guarantee non repetition measures and g wh e wens rhissingn Thursday, she posted a video on Facebook saying she was not
facilitate access to justice in the case of$Be  he victim of any crime and she just wanted to share witiathtnengeryday life was

It would be wrong to assume that all girls, boys and adolescents who have gone missing in
Mexico were always and unequivocally disappeared or abducted by other individuals or
takencompletely against their willt is difficult todigestand not easy to uderstand, but

some of them simply leave. They run away.

Thatis a situation that Sol Salgado, the State of Mexico Commissimst,facetoo often.
It happened to an adolescent she calls Kim a few days ago. Shepuated missing in a
municipality, and while they were searching for her the following happened:

human rights violations. like. And kealsoposted ahortvideashowintper mother beating heivop could see her
While article 105 of the General Law on the mother_ knocklng on her door and then break_lng the door tngEstttwehea‘ clear
scenario that pointed to a push factor that nioevatedt o | eave. 0

Forced Disappearance of Persons establishes

that once a person is found investigations must There were cluesndicating thatKim was in another municipality in the same state. The
not necessarily be closed, what happens in° Commissionedrovethere togetherwith her team:
practice is the following:

"I was surprised when her neighbors in that place, in &elpffetvtten we arrived in
"The vasmajority [of investigation files] are closeifie hous, denied she was there, believing we wanted to take her backAodieeWom.
especially, fluring the first interyiehildren state  not only refused to help udljdslitous. They sgid She 6s not hered an
they were not the victims of a crime and there islaor from the outside so we would believe what they said.

ewd_ence el 't_' L m_y OP'”'O”’ Tt reduceﬁlﬂ\ﬁas thanks to our insistence and the fact that [geolocation] antennas had pinged that loc
Nl ) @i AR (Tl 10T that we made the decision tothieedkor open and found the ghhkthue i g hbor s ai
asked mto do it, she begged mdd it, she said she was afraid of being taken back to her
mother, and thought thattiieauthorities, were here to take her back. | told her no, that the
Oncethey are found,.we do not knqw .what ideawastorescaidp r ot ect her and make sure she
they went through while they were missing. butt hat 6 s an e xampl| ehow fo ddgallwihiadultsiwheo something liken o

thathappen They dono6t ufinstitwions make lots obmidlakes. A n d

How the disappearance of persons affects girls, boys and adolescents in Mexico / 13




Kim was lucky to be rescued by Salgado, a womha did not Pr osecut or sé st i Smarust havenetppeg h r a
hesitate to make decisions: with her boyfriel¥e neetb analyze homeare supporting boys,

N irls and adolescents in a society full of violence.
fDnce we found her, oneugbriorities was not to call her Mom, but%llow Y

the appropriate authorities, in this case the state DIF (the SystemfdPR8giEf domestic violence situations in the household and the bo
FamilyDevelopment) to interview and assess her and identify H¥r @ifhilyants to run away from home, what should we take into

networks so she could be pl accenpideation agaispciety,nkaouing that tpresezanot fully
decide either? We must bear in mind that we have a very violent

While this case had a positive outcomé, is aclear example of country and the need to run away is there. Avtmratiglent
everything that can go wrong. Domestic violence, an adolescent vfi@appearancescui s di f f er ent . o

runs away with an older man who might abuse lgesgpciety does not _ L . . .
y . . g y . . Institutions may have to adapt to these situations, like Kim runnirayaw
trust the authority and, once she is rescued, another conflict Ioomlna%' : - :
mits Commissioner Salgadeoho thenthen asksseveralquestions

Where to take her? With whom? Are sbing institutions prepared to L . o .
rotect girls, boys and adolescents running away from viol at%out theAS|tu§t|on’of c[nldren ot serial killers or persons perpet[atmq i
P : BRFFSNBYd ONRYSAY 126 sAft 65 OFNB

realities? . . i .
?
This type of caseis currently handled by Public Prosecutaywho acts of violence against others nghtfront O.f them. Whgt are we going
: o : to do to support those children witnessing kidnappings, killings and
often stigmatiz victims; and the National DIF system. . . .
dismemberments in their own homes?

Andrés Marcel®iazspeaks slaly and patiently. This attorney, whog T h e f ac t t hat t hose ‘'eeprigatef ami |

was born in the state of Nuevo Leon, has a deep knowledge of fpe~ 5 s e | 6 v eHis/bdr paeemgers ie thenmiddle df al 6
issue of disappearance, because he travels all over the Cou%ﬁ%todjoattle So we cannaoeshouldd er vene.
documenting cases\lthough he is barely 35 years dltie has a lot

of experiencehe ha I Yl 4G SNRa RSaINBS ARANCRYST PR withggeqtalsalutigns, gl inglifutions should
worked as trial attorney and researché&r the non-government bemme 'bne§top shopsto take d!sappearance e U
organizationsCentro de Derechos Humanos Miguel Agustin Pcfjaowd b? dlfferent forms todo it, with efforts o .promote
JuarezProdh)and Fundar, Centro de Analisis e Investigacion iaec. collaborationwithout a maze of laws and offices making excuses,
also teaches at theClaustro de Sor Juanand Tecnolégicode creating confusion, to the point where peole y Qi 1y 24 6Kz

Monterrey universities. Based on all that experience, he wants ud% Without people ending up in the wrong place in a wild goose

understand that some of those children experiencing such level<CBRSe. Hesuggeststhe creatbn of asingle entity in charge of

violence go missing in an effort to survivend we need to address coordinating the actions of authorities and society to rebuild mutual
that realty to start thinking about possible responses: trust.
An?Apdrésal%o askEp\Nhiatshould be the interpretation dhe_bestn .

Al e case el WE GHE R ITE IR irqterest %f(’%qi Xhild mga\r{ vevhensaqoé?/eor aegi)rﬁ Rmes ravx'/a]yeféom

womenos h.o mes ofr S helt €S- homd» Thtat § Mitbréstshoufd E'e'céntgasrte% With ﬁweorlléht to
centers given the differentiated impact they experience. We neﬁd t ; N

: . . . . sea‘qc and be searched féxnd how does that interest coexist with
bring attention to this issue and gain a better understandln&t erent.

. . . ) herrights?
i t dresadyhappeningWe needto finda way aroundPublic

e
al s

SInterviewed in September 2020.
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ALEI0 Lopez

1a central camionera dfa Barca Jalista.

Edad: 25 Alios

Sexo: Masculino

Ojos: Calé

Cabelle: Negro

Estatura: 1.80 mis.

Motocicieta: Itafica color negro

Vestimenta: Bermuas, tenis blances
sudadera gris.
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Faces and data of those missing. Missing persons roundabout. Guadalajara, Jalisco. 2021. Photo credit: Miguel Tovar.
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and lvictim ofhomicide. Ndurther details were provided.
A border with the United States and a coastal territory are bfithe P

where violence associated with drug trafficking and organized critdére missingor what kind of situations did they go through? And in

in their different forms, has not seen a truéer several decades. AParticular, if the/ can only inform us df2 cases, what happened in the
state where massacres occur again and afain. res of the cases?hat happened tathe majority of children and

adolescentsvho wentmissing?
It is also a dangerous territory for girls, boys and adolesagintanks

second among the states with the largest number of missing childreie Attorney General's Office for the State of Tamaulipas would not
and adolescents in the 0 to 17 agasge. provide information about the profile of victims either.¢ KSNE A a Y
l'

informationt @ Af I 6f S¢ gl & (GKS NBaLkRyas
As in many other cases, official statistics are scarce or contradict@yel of education. This is where it may be worth looking at official
according to the national registrya total of 190 persons went statistics to understand the everyday situation of children in the
missing in that state in 202In response to a freedom of informationnorthern state of Tamaulipas.
request, by means of officialetter FGJE/DGAJDH/IP/5503/2022,
the State of Tamaulipas Prosecutor General Offiearmed usthat According to the Ministry of Puibl Education (SEP), this state has a

period. middle-higher education (data for the 2028021 period). 96.4% of

_ . S the children enrolled in primary school complete that level of
Beyondthe differences in official figures, one aspect that draws o@fjycation. The complatn rate, however, is significantly lower in

officialdocuments Because the officidétter reads of middle higher education (74%])That means that almost 15% of
adolescents in the state of Tamaulipas do not complete secondary
AEvery time girl s, boys a neducation, andtlerez oue of ters do aot mplet® midilbigher t h e y

psychological, medical and other necessary exams, amdtexpéutsation. They drop out of school, fail exams and are excluded
the corresponding report. Also, aga& boy or adolescent fism the system.

brought before the Public Prosecutor, policenotikaergport

including details of the mbWwpeCANpiderthe group f Agolgscents,eprgligd inysecondary
education in Tamaulipas, disaggregated by sex, we find a sagrtifi

different between women, with an 87.4% completion rate, vs.
Not much information is provided Even though werequested 80.1% for men in the same group. The dropout rate is even higher
anonymous informationthat is, nopersonal data, thé>rosecutor's among male adolescents in midelgher education, with only

Office only gave ua list of 12 recordsf girls, boys and adetcents 66.8%of them completing that level of education compared to
who were the victims of rights violations:4 were victims of 72.5% for women.

abduction, 3 victims of psychological violence, 2 victims of physical
violence, 1 victim of disappearance at the hands of private individuals

6Redaccion Animal Politico. 25 de junio de 2021. Una década de violencia en Tamaulipas: masacres y enfrentamiento AaicdaleResitico.
https://www.animalpolitico.com/elsabueso/decadaolenciatamaulipasmasacrescarteles/

7 SEP, Secretaria de Educacion Publica, Principales cifras del sistema educativo naci@@@®019
https://www.planeacion.sep.gob.mx/Doc/estadistica_e_indicadores/principales cifras/principales cifras 2019 2020 boalsillo.pdf
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But there is an important aspect to consider hetee Ministry of \\/ithout a schoolynable to study, with the need to work and the

3

9RdzOI GA2Yy Q& 2 FTFA Okshased dulthéd mumteyof RNER LJ2 dzi NJ G.Sa )
students enrolled. This means there is another figure missing: the!N€rability of being an easy prey for different types of

number of those who never enrolled. To estimate that number, th?\écruitment. A fertile ground for multiple forms of violence.
use a'coveragé percentage or gross enrollment rate, that ithe

total number of students in aigen education level at the beginning\ccording to the Salvador Uribe Human Development Center, one L )
of the school year per 100 persons from the population group in thef W95 L a Q & YSYOSN ZNHIYAlthidZzya Ay UKS adl
age range required to attend that level of educatibl the case of State jst came out of a period of more than 80 years of ruling by

Tamaulipasthe Ministryreports a coverage percentagé99.1%or the PRI (the Political Revolution Party) thanks to political

primary eduation, 91.8% for secondary education, and 76.7% fgjternation. Thided toa series oproblems includingthe neglect of

middle-higher education. This means there is a 1%, 8% and 13%306fal policy, influence peddling in key institutions such & BEP

girls and boys, especially adolescents, who did not enroll aff the Ministry of Welfare alleged acts otorruption and fraud
therefore. do not have access to education. through social programmes and thelimination of some other

programmes vital for survival. With high levels of poverty and
The decline in completion rase i.e., the percentage of studentsnequality, and institutions responsible for working with Idhén
completing each level, basically follows the same pattern at theyt havefailed to consolidate efforts to protect them, hungés
national levelThat rate i90% for primary education in most stategurning girls, boys and adolescentsto an easy target for drug
(vs. the national average of 96.2%), 80% for secondary educafi@ffickers. In addition, with a bordewithout a real control of
(vs. the national asrage of 86.3%) and 60% for middiigher crosshorder mobility, the wholefrontera chicad @fix S 62 NRSNEOG Aa |
education (vs. the national average of 64.8%). These are {BRitory full of trails and illegal crossings where clandestine burial

adolescentsthat are gradually being excluded from the educationits that Mexico would have never imagined years ago have been
system without access to education, with everything that entails fgy,1q. A fertile ground for countless acts of violence.

their everyday live, projects and future.

But all these percentages have faces and lives behind them. While
these figures may seem small, they are not, because if we consider
the country has a total of 6,407,056 students enrolling in secondary
education in its different mdalities¢public, private telesecundaria
(schooling through satellite television in isolated communities) and
technicaf the 13.7%that do not complete secondary education
represent more than 877,000 girls, boys and adolescents whose
studies are interruptd. In the case of middibigher education,
which has a total of 5,144,673 students, tmapresentsalmost two
million persons (1,810,924) excluded from the education system.

8 SEPSecretariale Educacion Publica, Principales cifras del sistema educativo nacion(GZ.9
https://www.planeacion.sep.gob.mx/Doc/estadistica e _indicadores/principales_cifras/principales_cifras 2019 2026.guilsill
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Chapultepec avenue is one ¢iie most important avenuesin Disappeared. It was renamed as such in 201&eyamily members

Guadalajara, the capital of the state of Jalistnd me of its most of thousands of persons who wentissing in recent years.

important street crossings is a roundabout with a column over 50 , ,

YSGSNE KAIK AdNNRdyRSR odedf s T\PE")}‘tSE\‘P’ﬁ'ffﬁhe Igrge promerade is nplagtergdvdtiy ghotos

group of cadets whaied during the 1847 MexicaAmericanwar. of faces ap etailsof missing persons. Smiling faces, driver license
photos or images cropped from a group photo. But as you approach

For more than 70 years, this place was known as the Boy Her%régwalk around that C|r(?Ie of paln, and sge one photo after another,
ster by poster, you will notice something: the numberyofing

RoundaboutBut today it has a different name: The Roundabouof PO A A ;
peoplemissingin the state ofJaliscds increasing

WY

o]

r
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We are talking abouain increasingly larger
number of youthdn a state withmore than

had to expand the facilities of thialiscience minorsvictims of disappearance were reportéd.
Forensic Sciences Institute, whkethere is
always a large number of family members aL NBIjdzZSAaG§SR GKSY oiKS &SI NOK NBEO2NRaS

FTNRY
waiting for newutside of the morgueAnd any information about the Amber Alert because my son hac goissing together with an adult and,

a! ft SNIIa ddKFG INB y20 AaadzsSRZ aSkNOK LINRG202fta GKI G
18,000 persons missintg dateaccording to are notimplementedare some of the many challenges faced by families searching for girls, boys
the latest records. In fact, the authorities and/or adolescents missing in Jalisco, a state where, dowpito official figures, a total of 804

0KS t NR &

the state government hasalready built GKSNBT2NBExX (KS Ay@SadAararazy FAES g2dzZ R dle KIyRSR 2 @8

aSOSNI t & 7T 2 NBafierdiblrial O S Yt édderdisBedvérking on the same investigation. (Some time later) the person who assisted me told
niches are dug every week to bury new me that the alert had been issued, kartly to hospitals and the Red Cross, because it was not a public
bodies. F£f SNI® L R2yUdd 1y2¢g AT OKfFIDAEANIGKI & Yopubkdz f @
609aGStlY /KNRAUGALIY

Jalisco, the state with the largest number of

ersons gone missing in recent years, al . o )
P g >SINg 1N y ]q—oamnyled organizations report the local Prosecutor's Office refuses to
owes a debt to childremNifiez y adolescenmaI it tiori i in i t for thi
desaparecida en Jalisco: una crisis inadVElgAsE any informatiorin response to an information request for this

6al KAt RNBY | yR | R2 tnegligntopogthe number ofyssipagins, §aysand adplescents, the

dzy' y 2 G A O SiRtheGitheTofiak réséatch time they have been missing, the number of investigations opened and
paper byAletseTorres and Samantha Anay&0me otheinformation, they refused to provide most of that information
published byZona DOC,% an independent dzy RSNJ 0KS I S!&[Elldfl)frﬁhgfon mustkoe considered and
media outlet in August 2021. Their Study,exceptionaiy treated as restricted access, RESERVED AND CONFIDENTIAL

which includes testimonies and official datd Y T 2 NY' I G A 2y ®¢

obtained through freedom of information
requests, shows the disappmnce of They delivered sixteen pagesquotes taken fronlegal provisions

children began increasing in 2017. It alsbeforestatingthat the level of schooling of children and adolescents

points to underreporting or significantmissing in the 0 to 17 age rangeGsNB & SNIWSRé Ay T2N¥Y I (A 2y
differences between information sourcess refusedto provide any further information.

well as the facthat in the state of Jalisco

more men than women go missing, and th&he Jalisco Prosecutor's Office, however, did share some

most prevalent age range ibat of 12 to 17 information about some particular aspectBy means of official

(more than 80% of the cases). document FE/UT/2625/2022 they informed ugor example that

But media outletshave also documented a 9IS, boys and adolescents reported missing between January 1st

large number of failuresdeficienciesand and December 31st 2024ere missing an average of 20.7 days.

loneliness. The beginning of their report is
harrowing:

Iy R

KfF SNIBy SRS
l £t SEI yRSN

9 Anaya, S.; Torres, A.; Orozco, |.; Franco, D. M@éz y adolescencia desaparecida en Jaliscoctisia inadvertida.
Zona Docshttps://www.zonadocs.mx/ninez-adolescencialesaparecidan-jaliscouna-crisisinadvertida/
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They also informed us that in 2021 a total of 665 girls, boys aitiere does all that information go and how is it analyz&d®records
adolescents were found (irrespective of the date of reporting of théiept somewhere? Why do individual agengiesducedifferent reports,
disappearance, which means they may have gone missing in previatlsding free writing documents, consideritngre is aneed to process
years).Also,by means of a letter signed by Terekal TéllezAguirre, and systematize that information by usiristing forms that have
the head of their Transparency Unit, they stated they had opemedlready been validated in theory?
total of 95 investigatiomon missingirls, boys and adolescents, all of
GKAOK INB aadatt | OGA@SE¢ 0SSO0l Kailes Quntadia, thek head df 1tiS Glatibrial Sedtdh ZCHraNIzSIANNI &
do not close any inwtigatiorst ® affirms thatsuchlack of informatiorreducesthe possibility of more

effective searches. Because despite the existence of a national
The fact that no investigatianare closed issomething positive registry:
compared toother practices such as closing them once children are
found, something that, based on the testimonies shared here, is 7
widespread practice in severatates. But keeping investigatien
open is as important as continuirnigem.

"Probably 90% of the sources
there are more than #G6rmatiomar i abl es r eque
offices, authorities or anyone who may have infisniatiportant t

, & x _ i s oA~ p A know how many days later the person was found, if the personi _ ,
S adz YAUUSR AYFZNXYIFUAZY NBI dz' geaq or alive, was the victim or not of a crime... vO0Ssay |

of Mexico, Chiapas¢ I Y I dzf ALJ &> t dzSof | =
t N2aSOdzi2NJ DSYSNI £ Qa h préviledéng  And we adher:
information regardingmissing girls, boys and adolescents after they R . .
found. Wealso requested information about how those (Do prosecutoros offices take into ¢
were ound. q ) - e approximate0 factors?
disappearances occurred, the crimes of which they were the victim j nq.

in those periodsandsomeother aspects relatedo those events and iSo they dono6t keep any records of t
the population in question. i Theydon't keep amgcords.

I Could they diaf they wanted?
What was heir response? That they were unable to provide any 7! t 6 s s o me t doj becgquse theeegords they aulrently use
information because such information was reserved or repexist onlyprovideni ni mum i nformation that preve

being searched for and since whers iv@ainlypformation they
provide? Name, the date the person
ppace of disappearance and a:

but they do not include that level of detailThe Tamaulipas
Prosecutor's Offie, for example, stated that every time a person is
found experts and the Public Prosecufmepareseparate reports.
The JaliscoProsecutor's Officestated information is reported in
three forms: a telephone call to the Public Prosecutor, a
G & il y R pohcB fepod Rhere the first responder informs the guidewith almost 450 variable® report wasreleased two years
competent authority that the person was found angtovides 290 It includes a form based on article 106 of the General Law on
related informatiod = | Y R ldgtumarE 3tdtisyhat tthe Forced Disappearance (chapter seven, section aha}, specifies
LISNB2Y 61 a F2dzyRZ aGoKAOK Y| Weinprgatign tharmyss Besulgnigd oxthe Natiopeh Registol v
containing any elements3iiSYSR NXft SOl yié @
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Phota Miguel Tovar

An officialletter from the Jalisco Prosecutor's Office contains some
striking information, to say the leastinformation aboutrepeated
disappearancesin response toone of our questiors, this state
agencya G 6 SR GKIFG GAY wnanum | G201l f

69 children and adolescents went missing more than one time. This
is an unusual situatiogor one that hasot been studiedenougtt

that points to the possible occurrence of a phenomenont thame

are now referring to a 4ntermittent disappearancé a concept
introduced in Mexico by academic Emanuela Borzacchiella in
recent report on sexual and femica violence against girls and
adolescent girls in 10 countries in Latin America prepared by the
United Nation's Poputéon Fund (UNFPA) and CLADEM, a
non-government organizatiof?

Disappeared and Unaccountéor Persons. lalsoincludes 19 a a ly Yatin American countries lack disaggregated official records
items that, in turn,canlead to other itemsgto report. One of of disappearances or investigations and statistics that make it
them, or SEF YL S NBFSNA (2 &Of pﬂsfit)leéq- apalyze \reactufdl gnpagt |this ISSNEERN@YSNARdS 5
surgeries and other information for the person's adolescents. But thanks to qualitative research, we are beginning to

ARSYGATAOIGAZ2YED ¢KS Y2NB (PP PRIYESS In hejidgpifigatpn. cassificatign an@tiagdna of v
y 27 UKA a S 27 O

form of choices that must be selected by each authority, in" IK = g = ®2§2f1 dbzu éLiD o o). | L:]_e =
different states, and are updated bydfRNDPNO in real time. Err?:r?l?elalrll?,orzacchi):ellwho Wasintervi(szge?j foz-thir; rte;)soriegzzjds
T_he_f_allure of authorities to comp_lgte thes_e |t_erpsoper_ly CGLG0a F yS6 FANY 2F BA2fSy0s
significantly reduces the probabilities of finding a missing . .

. . . . . describes the findings of her research:
person, and makes it almost impossible to identify patterns to

prevent future disappearances. "They are usually young womewho w2 y Qi  $féor® [tHelS
Either lack of training or confli ween ) . ) = T PR

. tt.f t.due i?] apﬂlly,. ?C Ot. fra % gl (}0 Ct?f. b.etl een Statq perpetrating a femigenocidelheyR2 y Qu ¢ yu 02 1A
institutions, the only information available from official sources are ., ™ <o o bodiesBut it would be wrong to analyzéhese as

the absolute numbers of disappearances of girls, boys andyignapping or human traffickgicaseshecause they not only use them
adolescents (the same applies to cases involving adult men andexuyally,they use them forother work activitiesrelated to gender
women). stereotypes.

10 CLADEMUNFPAComiIté de América Latina para la Defensa de los Derechos de las Mujeres y Fondo de Pobladi@ciméassUnidas. Investigacion sobre la interrelacion y los vinculos entre la

How the disappearance of persons affects girls, boys and adolescents in Mexico

perpetrators] they will send them backt KS& QNB y 2 AydS
f d
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werS NBLR2NISR YAaaiyd Y2NB (GKIy 2yC
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violencia sexual y la muerte de nifias y adolescentes en la region de América Latina y ¢2CEGP@19).https://cladem.org/investigaciones/index.php/vincul@ntre-violenciasexualy-muerte/
21
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Borzacchiello, with her curly reddish hair and a speechighatlear "This type of violence shows how the criminal economy is changing. Any
combination ofher native Italyand Mexico, her place of residence form of violence operates as a mechanism that activates and regenerates
speaks in the feminine because her research has shown her the economy, as explained by Karl Marx in the second chapter of The
adult and young women are the main victims of weherefersto Capital. And violence is one of the pillars of the capitalist system.

as |nterlm|ttent dlsappearancg. _She aﬁlrms that, E%S a professo In the case of intermittent disappearances, they don't take your life, but
the National Autonomous Univsity of Mexico, she identéfd that your liberty. We cannot analyze this phenomenon outside of the
phenomenon when her female studentegan to tellher about  eojiberal economy: they use our bodies and enslave them. The
their experiences andhose of their girlfriends, and put her in perversion of the patriarchal system is expanding. But it's not human
contact with other victimsThat led her tovork on approximately  trafficking, because those women live a double life: one that is perfect and
50 cases of women mainly the 15 to 18 age range that occurre: normal, and another hidden behind different forms of violence.

in the capital and several municipalities surrounding the State
Mexico where, she says, she identified several comm
characteristics, but also many other questions to answer:

I haven’t been able to identify a victim profile for those cases, which can
occur in different social classes. There are girls who go to school, are
literate, don’t have financial problems at home and have a good level of
schooling, the kind of the girls you may find in street protests on March

All the girlsndwomen whose cases | documented were raped. Rape was used as an houuiii
tokeep them silelut there is a common threat #sthgoy ond s e x ual t|Rteraitient disappearprcgsaaise a questiothat we may not want
that if they dare to speak they will Keirttilgésfriendsrcommuriés to face: Why are girls, boys and adolescents, that is increasingly
PR e A R
ydre young

AThere are no cryrsgne patteens.si ve recor ds,

They are more susceptible of being

independerandtheir first sexual experience consists of a rape. . . .
And if femicide is a form of violence that cannot be studimd

Most of the timeamfilieswill remain oblivious to all of bieatause if they report theapplyirgthe same pattern as that of a homicide, there is no doubt

di sappearance of a female family membggEmieltdréeated disdpbealabdbP fweleh fou walt'ee S t i @

will come to a halt. And i f schnee bato e sa pofl; 3 thd rabthf dBdpSehriRg mork théh onte? rBYuite ¥ padidular! T F
aut horities awiel lel opy,d ddvdstgaticmhaaid rbimaiyn dpen, §pBr6’a9h.

and the reasons vthg missing womaas not found should be investidaitttidey hide

everything.o Theconcept coinedby Emanuela Borzacchiello irekco is also being
) ) ) _ ~studied more or less simillgrin other places in the region. In countries

Borzacchiellpa researcher at The University of Texas in Austin, fas Argentina and Uruguay they call dystemic intermittent
ample experierce in the fields of femicide, femiadviolence and isappearanceThese arell attempts tocomprehend describe and
feminism archives. She became interested in the phenomenonyafier ynderstand thecomplexities of illegal economies with their
intermittent disappearance when she began connecting tfg)eg 6 F2N¥YA 2F OA2fSyO0S F3AFAyad LIS:
accounts of her students to another phenomenon s&d also ¢ iengedo those studies, says the academic, is the lack of more real
observedithe decline inthe number of femicides in some Iocat'onsapproaches twards data. But that is something impossible if
When one form of violence deClineS, it is important to |dent|fy Wh?t NR & é é lej 2 ND@bllChlﬁ-SﬁtUh@Sféll tok m@ thorough
other form of violenceis increasing, she says, anebnsider reqorgs of missing persons and persons found, if they do not fill the
intermittent disappearance from a broad perspective: almost 400 check boxes they should fill @marethat information.
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Julio de 2017 en Los Cantares,
Tiajomuico de Zuiiga, Jalisce.
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de un corazén con una
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Invisible, that is what missing girls, boys and
adolescents would seem to be in Chiapas.
Completely invisible to the State.

"What we have seen over the last three years, from 201 @uoadiaiestis
four-fold increase in the number of missing childreAtotal of 183 missing
children were reporite@019384 in 2020 and 625yasir

But all this information is hidden statbgovernmdygcause, according to the
national registry, 51 girls, boys and adolescents weint timésstate of Chiapas
last yealHoweveur records show they were 625 in total, 12 times as many.

The person speaking is Jennifer Haza, Director of the civic

association Melel Xojobat. From San Cristébal de las Casas, her"Part of the problemhas to do with the capacity of institutions, and

voice is one of anger. Angertae significanincrease in the number  another with the invisibility, for example, of the different situations of

of missing persons, at the same tirtie= neglect or possibldisdain armed violence in the regiomhebest knowncase is that of the

for children from authorities in the state of Chiapas increases. town of Aldama where shootings occulespite the presence of
the National Guard anthe police.

She affirms the government does not release any official data,

statistics orecords. That means ¢hmembers of Melel Xojobal must But clashes between armed grouptso occuralong the border

literally "fish" for missing posters posted on Facebook by the Chiapagwith Guatemala], where people have been killed. And here in San

State Prosecutor GenetslOfficel? They know a social media Cistobalwe have seen an increase in armed violence and the

account cannot be considered an official soutwet they cannot { GF G5Qa FIF Af dzNE (2 FOlG®

obtain information anywhez else.That is howthey documented

the 12fold increase in the number of cases the stafigiled to

report to the federal registry.

| believe [increased violence] is associated to different factors:
preexisting conditions of impoverishment and inequality,
6SOldzaS 6SQNB (KS &ilchil8 pogektyiik (KS K
Thatis a hugdifference folr & A y AAKSzBSS FINJLIHE = dhle &cguntty;y theé ymPage of the pandemic in terms of

Jennifer. And she affirms the problem is not ahlg underreporting, =~ unemployment and lower incomes, and power vacuums filled by

but also the silencaround the issue armed groups or criminal gangs, not necessarily organized crime.

Youths and adolescents, are cannon fodder foecruitment,

KdzYlty GNI FFAO1AY3I FyR 102N SELJX 2A

11 Melel Xojobal;Trabajando por los derechos de la infancia y juventud indidetm/www.melelxojobal.org.mx
12Fiscalia General del Estado de Chiapas. ¢ Has vistips:?www.facebook.com/fibup
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http://www.melelxojobal.org.mx/
https://www.facebook.com/fibup

The difference imumbersseemsto be even more complex: to theThis situation is worse compared to the national average, considering
abysmal difference between the 51 cases reported to the natioriaht in other states tie average number of persons not found is two
registry and the 625 identified by Melel Xojobal, mastadd a third out ten.

figure the Chiapas State-Prosecqtor General Oﬂ'[me_d with us-n- Information in response toa freedom of information request
response to a freedm of information request. According to official

| b , H ; confirms that the cities mentioned by Jennifer Haza are those with
etter number 970_13672%0156’ n 202,1 there were 232[,] ”F“S the highest prevalence, but she also adds the municipality of Chiapa
reported as missing or unaccountéor” in that state. So is it 51

, , _ _ de Corzo to the list of places with the largest number of cases
according to the national registry, 232 according to the Prosecutos.,mented (11 in 2021And shesharesadditional data, such as
Offlce. o'r t?e h§2:|3 dOCF‘mE”‘ed bly the neglglovoernment the clear relationship between age level of schoolingand
organization? Whichumberis the one closest to reality? disappearancg even though institutions claim they do not have

The Chiapas Prosecutor's Office Transparencyadiis that 109 of A Y F2 N GA2y I 62dzi GKS @GAOGAYaQ
those persons were found and, therefore, only 33 are still missit§Ses reported, for those where such information is available
From 2012 to date, our report identifigwo periods with significant Secondary students (75) stand out. That is more than twice as many
peaks for this crime: 2012014, with 170 and 268 caseictims comparedo those in primary (35), preparatory (33) and
respectively, which is twice as many as fievious year; and the preschool (23) education. The largest number of cases of missing
present, the 20262021 period, with a total of 208 and 232 casdaersons for which information is available, from 2012 to date,
respectivelyreported in that state, that is, three times as man§orresponds to secondary school students.

compared to the two previous years. The Chiapas State Prosecutor's Offteared some data worth
analyzing because it has to do withhe possible "causes of
disappearancé

w»
Q
w
No
|
Qx
O«

Melel Xojobal, which in the Tsotsil language mednse light', is an
organization with 25 years @xperiencein the areas of advocacy,
defenseand the exercise of rights of indigenous girls, boys agd the 199 cases of girls, boys and adolescents gone missing and
adolescents in the state of Chiapas. Based on their own records giér found in the state of Chiapas last year, according to the local
the support they have provided in many cases, Jentiaza sheds aprosecutor's Office47 were related to family conflicts, 15 to

little light on the current situation the local government seems S@ersonal relationships 2to “intimate partners, 2to work-related

keen to keep in the dark: reasond, 1 was'detained', 1 was"the victim of a crimé& and the

"The cities with the largest number of children missing are the mB&i0rity, 131, not specified.
populous, the largest in the state: Tuxtla Gutiérrez, Sastébable las Famil fi
Casas andapachulaalong the border with Guatemala. amily con ICt; ‘

. .
Between 35% and 40% of the girls, boys and adolescents missing g(reegsonafelatlonshlp.

indigenous. As regards their age, gender reasons and vulnerabiity, Intimate partners

situation isconsistent with the current trend in thest of the country:  \y4 related reasonF
adolescents in the 12 to 17 age range. )
Detained
We have also found thahree out of ten girls, boys and adolescents gone ) o
YA&ZEAYI KI 98y Qi 0SSy T2dzyRo Crime victim
Not specified
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Phota Miguel Tovar

There are no child protection programmes in Chiapas, says Jen
Haza. Th@reviousgovernmentmade publica draft project that has
not been approved yet, andtrategies designed in previous yea
have not been implemented due to the lack midget."The State

does not have a public policy to prevent and address the differ:
expressions of violence against childfen.

There is nothing to providine careneeded for2.1 million girls, boys
and adolescentgo T ®y:’z 2 F (G KS & ¢ gio®itgaup

in adverse conditions, because in the state of Chiapas over 759
the population lives in poverty and 93% experiences deprivatidn

13 ConsejaVacional de Evaluacion de la Politica de Desarrollo Social (Coneval). 2022. Entidades federativz
https://www.coneval.org.mx/coordinacion/entidades/Chiapas/Publishinglmages/Pobreza 2020/Pobrez#’

14 REDIMRed por los Derechos de la Infancia en Méxlaae 202Ficha técnica: Infanciaadolescencia ehiap
https://blog.derechosinfancia.org.mx/2022/06/23/fich@cnicainfanciay-adolescencigen-chigpasjunio-2022/
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Backlogis the word that would seem to designate everything
there. According to recent reports released by INEGI and
CONEVAL, Chiapas is theMexican state with:

- the highest percentage of children and adolescents living
in poverty and extreme poverty;

- the highest percentage of girls, boys and adolescents
without access to social security;

- the highest percentage of adolescent women married or
in union;

- the highest percentage of adolescent mothers;

- the second highest percentage of girls, boys and
adolescents with social deprivations such as
undereducation, lack of access to health services and
lack of access to basic housing services'’

In addition to hunger and the lack of opportunities, there
is a situation whose magnitude does not exist in any other
state: "When it comes to the right to identity, we are the
state with the biggest gap. Four out of every ten child
births are not registered", says Jennifer Haza

Without documents, they are inexistent in the eyes of the
State.

The lack of official records compounds the issue of access
to rights : they are more vulnerable.




